
Tailwind  |  Travis AFB, Calif.
Friday, June 16, 2017 |  Vol. 42, Number 24 Yearn to discover leads Brazilian to AF  Page 3 Vice commander set to depart Travis  Page 4

TW

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 1

soarOver Travis 
skies, many 

birds …
Pages 16-17



2   Tailwind June 16, 2017Commentaries

‘Next up’ strategy requires ready Airmen
‘Hey John, when 

you get back 
from C-17 

re-qual you’ll be on 
G-series orders. The 
squadron is yours.” 

That completed my 
handover of squadron 
commander responsi-
bilities to my operations 
officer on Nov. 9, 2016. 
I returned to the seat 
nearly five months later 
on April 3.

Needless to say, last 
fall was an exciting time 
for the 821st Contingen-
cy Response Group. The 
group rapidly deployed two air 
base opening teams to austere 
and hostile locations in Iraq and 
Syria. Both missions were enor-
mously successful and direct-
ly contributed to the ongoing 

fight against the Islamic 
State in Mosul, Iraq and 
Raqqa, Syria. The mis-
sions employed over 100 
CRG airmen spanning 
all three CRG squad-
rons. Although the mis-
sion of the group is to 
deploy as a squadron 
or as a group, theoret-
ically “turning out the 
lights” on the home sta-
tion squadron, that was 
not the case. 

Despite deploying 
over 100 airmen includ-
ing the group command-
er, the deputy group 

commander, two squadron com-
manders, one chief, numerous 
senior noncommissioned offi-
cers and officers, the home sta-
tion squadrons definitely kept 
the lights on. The in-garrison 

mission of the CRG did not end. 
Air Mobility Command taskings 
continued; there were airmen to 
lead, reports to complete, train-
ing to accomplish, and most im-
portantly, families of deploy-
ers to support. It was during this 
time that the CRG relied upon 
the “next up” strategy. 

With very little if any hand-
over, the one remaining squad-
ron commander became the 
acting group commander, three 
operations officers became act-
ing squadron commanders, 
assistant operations officers 
assumed operations officer re-
sponsibilities and so on down the 
line. Squadron chiefs, already in 

leadership positions, were asked 
to do even more, and squad-
ron first sergeants stepped up to 
provide much needed continu-
ity. This was not a simple one or 
two week stand-in that is com-
monplace in every squadron – 
in this case both deployments 
spanned over three months. In 
my squadron, the 921st Contin-
gency Response Squadron, Maj. 
John Berger, Chief Master Sgt. 
Bryan Whitley and Master Sgt. 
Brandon Gallant led boldly in 
my absence. They executed the 
mission, championed training 
and supported our Airmen and 
their families. Their willingness 
to lead and dedication to our 
squadron left a lasting impres-
sion on me and all the airmen of 
the 921st CRS. 

In the CRG and the Air Force 
at large, our airmen must first 

own their primary duty. It is the 
badge you wear on your uni-
form, it is your craft and area 
of expertise. However, we must 
also look to the future and be de-
liberate in professional develop-
ment, seizing leadership oppor-
tunities and challenging airmen 
to expand their horizons to take 
on the next role and the respon-
sibilities that come along with 
it. Making time for professional 
development outside of required 
professional military education 
and training upgrades is diffi-
cult, and it is often the first item 
cut when the mission cranks up. 
However, as we witnessed this 
fall, it is essential to prepare the 
next airman up. 

Ask yourself, Are you ready 
for the next role? Am I develop-
ing that next leader? Next Air-
man up.

A long time ago at a base far 
far away, my chief used 
to send out daily quotes 

and excerpts from John C. Max-
well and other famous leader-
ship authors. One day the mes-
sage really resonated with me.

Specifically, the message quot-
ed Ronald E. Osborne: “Unless you 
do something beyond what you’ve 
already mastered, you will never 
grow.”

Indeed, many years before I read 
that message I was a kid from Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, who had mastered 

his high school job working at a small 
grocery store and sought a more 
promising career in the Air Force. 
That required me to leave the com-
forts of home to positively contrib-
ute to our society. There was more 
than a little uneasiness as I stepped 
off the bus at basic military train-
ing and met my military training in-
structor for the first time. Six weeks 
later, I was officially an Airman. 
Time and time again my adult life 

has presented me with countless sit-
uations of discomfort, from my first 
duty station 7,000 miles away from 
home, to my first college paper, to al-
most every deployment in the Middle 
East. Yet, each situation allowed me 
to grow, as an Airman, a leader and a 
human being.

So what’s the big deal with the 
quote? Up until that day I saw change, 
and the subsequent uneasiness that 
came with it, as a bad thing or at 
best, maybe a necessary evil to move 
up through the ranks. In my mind, 
change was an obstacle that got in the 

way of mastering my craft. I was that 
Airman who didn’t like starting over 
at a new duty section, felt unproduc-
tive and disliked being the new guy. 
My uneasiness increased as I en-
tered into the noncommissioned of-
ficer tier, because “I was an NCO, I 
should know it already.” I enjoyed be-
ing the “go-to” person in the shop and 
valued being the (self-proclaimed) 
expert. Luckily for me, my super-
vision and the Air Force knew bet-
ter. They always pushed me outside 
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A red-tailed hawk takes flight, 
April 3. Red-tailed hawks can be 
seen across the United States 
with variations of color morphs, 
but all with the characteristic 
red tail once they reach  
maturity.
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the tailwind is published by the dai-
ly republic, Fairfield, california, a private 
firm in no way connected with the u.s. 
air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the 
tailwind is prepared by the 60th air Mobil-
ity Wing public affairs office for its Web-
based product, the content for the tail-
wind is edited and prepared for print by 
the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessar-
ily the official view of, nor is it endorsed 
by the u.s. government, the department 
of defense or the department of the air 
Force.

the appearance of advertising in the  
publication, including inserts or  

supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, 
the department of the air Force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the  
60th air Mobility Wing public affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 Brennan circle, Bldg. 51, tra-
vis aFB, ca 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday 
for the following Friday’s issue. swap ads 
must be brought to Bldg. 51 by noon Mon-
day for possible print in that Friday’s is-
sue. emailed or faxed swap ads are not 
accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home 
delivery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 
today.

For information on paid advertising and 
on-base circulation, call 425-4646. corre-
spondence can be sent to: daily republic,  
1250 texas st., Fairfield, ca 94533 or 
faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online 
at http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Adventurous spirit leads Brazilian to Air Force
Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Editor’s note: This article 
is the first in a three-part se-
ries on diversity.

u u u
At the age of 5 in Rio De 

Janeiro, Brazil, she told her 
family she would live abroad. 
She focused on making that 
dream a reality and did just 
that in March 2011.

“I wanted to live abroad 
ever since I was very young. 

I wanted to see the world and 
told my parents that I would,” 
said Airman 1st Class Cris-
tine Barcellos Toffano, 60th 
Comptroller Squadron budget 
analyst. “I had the opportuni-
ty to go to Canada for about 40 
days to study English in Que-
bec. I really enjoyed that ex-
perience. It was a challenge.”

While studying in Canada, 
Barcellos Toffano, who also 
speaks Portuguese and un-
derstands Spanish, traveled 
to New York City with friends. 

The visit to one of America’s 
biggest cities was a thrilling 
experience, she said.

“It’s hard to explain, but I 
felt like this is where I want to 
live,” she said. “I was amazed 
after visiting New York. All 
the lights, the structures, 
movement of people and the 
quality of life.”

Those 40 days in Canada 
quickly flew by and the young 
scholar found herself back in 
Brazil researching how she 
could live and work in the 

United States. She said she 
saved approximately $40,000 
before deciding to make the 
move, a decision she said was 
the best of her life.

“Here you have so many 
opportunities, if you work 
hard,” said Barcellos Toffa-
no. “In Brazil, you may not 
see the money you’ve earned 
for all that hard work. It can 
be very dangerous. While 
the country is beautiful and 
there’s much to do, the coun-
try doesn’t have good schools, 

security and lacks good hos-
pitals.”

“In the U.S. there’s more 
opportunity, greater securi-
ty and good schools. I feel like 
(in the United States) no mat-
ter what you do, you can still 
manage to have a decent life,” 
she said.

Barcellos Toffano traveled 
to the United States in March 
2011 and settled in Mountain 
View, California. She stud-
ied business administration at 

u.s. Air force photo and photo illustration by heide couch

Airman 1st Class Cristine Barcellos Toffano, 60th Comptroller Squadron, poses for photos June 9 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Barcellos Toffano grew up in Brazil and joined 
the U.S. Air Force in September 2016. As a member of the 60th CPTS, she is part of a diverse unit joining Airmen from seven different countries.

See SPIRIT Page 23
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Name: 
Senior Airman Leanne Doughty.

Unit:
6th Air Refueling Squadron.

Duty title:
Administrator.

Hometown: 
Tracy, California.

Time in service: 
Four years.

Family:
Father, Jim; grandfather, Earl; 
grandmother, Leeah.

What are your goals?
Completing Community College of 
the Air Force, earning a Bachelor of 
Science in business administration,  

obtain a pilot’s license, apply to 
Officer Training School.

What are your hobbies?
Music, photography and  
drawing.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Making my father proud by 
enlisting.

U.S. Air Force photo

60th AMW vice commander set to depart

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese

Col. Corwin Pauly, third from right, 60th Air Mobility Wing vice commander, takes his last flight June 13 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., 
before heading to Scott Air Force Base, Ill. Pauly took his fini-flight with the 22nd Airlift Squadron on a C-5M Super Galaxy.

Airmen 
asked to 
comment 
on safety

John Wooden
AiR FORCE SAFETy CEnTER

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE 
BASE, N.M. — To gain in-
sight and perspective from all 
Air Force stakeholders, the 
Air Force Safety Center re-
quests informal comments on 
the draft revision of Air Force 
Instruction 91-203, Air Force 
Consolidated Occupational 
Safety Instruction. 

The AFI is the Air Force’s 
Occupational Safety and 
Health instruction and defines 
the Air Force’s minimum safe-
ty, fire prevention and occupa-
tional health standards. The 
current version, published in 
2012, is among the top five pub-
lications viewed every week 
on the Air Force e-Publishing 
website. 

The solicitation of comments 
from active-duty Airmen and 
civilian employees is similar 
to the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration prac-
tice of public announcement on 
safety standards.

“Openness is very important 
to the Air Force Chief of Safe-
ty,” said Bill Parsons, the chief 

See SAFETY Page 24

Travis father, daughter face different stages of career
Nick DeCicco

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Just before she was about to 
leave for basic military train-
ing, Gabrielle Honeycutt start-
ed freaking out.

“I was really scared,” she 
said. “I was shaking and crying 
and everything.”

Gabrielle was a shy and timid 
teenager, saying she was “scared 
to even just change in gener-
al,” so the move of going to basic 
training weighed heavy on her. 

Comfort came from a famil-
iar voice: Her father, Jerry Hon-
eycutt, a senior master sergeant 
and the 60th Operations Support 
Squadron Aircrew Flight Equip-
ment superintendent at Travis 
Air Force Base, California.

“He was like, ‘It’s going to be 
OK. I was in the same position 
as you. You’re going to be OK. 
I made it. You’ll make it,’ ” said 
Gabrielle. “(From) that moment 
to where I am now, I feel like 
I’ve grown so much and have 
changed for the better. A lot of it 
has to do with him.”

Gabrielle is now Airman 
Honeycutt, an E-2 and radiology 
trainee with the 60th Diagnos-
tics and Therapeutics Squadron 
at Travis’ David Grant USAF 
Medical Center. 

The two are in different 
phases of their careers – Jerry 
retires soon while Gabrielle be-
gins her service – but the luxu-
ry of being stationed at the same 
base isn’t lost on them as Fa-
ther’s Day approaches June 18. 

Gabrielle and her dad are plan-
ning to check out the redwoods 
on Northern California’s Pacific 
Coast as well as spend time to-
gether as a family.

Jerry, a former Air Force re-
cruiter near St. Louis, Missouri, 
where Gabrielle spent much of 
her teen years, said he knew the 
Air Force was a good fit for his 
daughter.

“I knew her confidence level 
would skyrocket and after basic 
(training), it really, really has,” 
he said. “For me, to see her go 
through that – not even the Air 
Force part of me, just the dad 
part of me – seeing her transi-
tion into that, she’s just ready for 
the world now.”

Gabrielle is doing her “phase 
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics
Voted Best Orthodontist

3002 Rockville Rd., 
Fairfield

*$150 refundable  
cleaning deposit

Military & First Responder Discounts Available

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE!

8x20 
$150 mo. 

On-site Management
Security
All Drive-up Doors 
Easy I-80 Access

(707) 249-9650Call For 
Appt.

See STAGES Page 24

u.s. Air force photo/2nd lt. sarah Johnson

Airman Gabrielle Honeycutt, 60th Diagnostics and Therapeutics 
Squadron radiology trainee, poses with her father, Senior Master Sgt. 
Jerry Honeycutt, 60th Operations Support Squadron Aircrew Flight 
Equipment superintendent, June 13 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.
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I can also help you 
sell your current 
home!

I can Help Find that New Home for 
You, Your Family and Your Puppy!

SMARTER.BOLDER.FASTER

M&M AND ASSOCIATES

Julie Coffey, REALTOR®

707.628.4128
CalBRE Lic#01386311

www.JulieCoffeyHomes.com

Are you Afraid
of the Dentist?

Does your fear of the dentist keep you from
receiving the care you need?

At Regency Dental our top priority is our patients’
comfort and overall experience.

Adult Conscious Sedation Now Available.

Come in for Exam, X-rays and Cleaning

And Receive FREE Teeth Whitening ($400.00 Value)

Upon Completion of All Necessary Dental Treatment

Regency Dental
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

1001 Nut Tree Road, Suite 230, Vacaville CA 95687
707-453-1776

Civic leaders tour DGMC
Staff Sgt. Charles Rivezzo

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

The medics of David Grant 
USAF Medical Center host-
ed an immersion tour for 15 
honorary commanders June 9, 
showcasing the capabilities of 
the Air Force’s flagship medi-
cal center.

“You are in the house of mir-
acles right now,” said Col. John 
Klein, 60th Air Mobility Wing 
commander, during the open-
ing remarks of the tour. “This 
hospital is a microcosm of the 
installation. They have all the 
functions our wing has to gen-
erate aircraft except their 
weapon system is military 
medicine.”

David Grant USAF Medi-
cal Center provides a full spec-
trum of health care and pa-
tient-centered treatment to 
more than 500,000 beneficia-
ries within the San Francis-
co-Sacramento region. DGMC 
also provides postgraduate 
training programs in fami-
ly medicine, radiology, sur-
gery, dentistry, oral surgery 
and more.

The campus includes the 
Veteran Affairs Fairfield 
Outpatient Clinic, a clinical 

investigation facility, a commu-
nity-supported Fisher House, 
the largest Hyperbaric Med-
icine chamber on the West 
Coast and the Armed Services 
Whole Blood Processing Lab-
oratory.

“We heal heroes, we protect 
heroes and we train heroes,” 
said Col. Michael Higgins, 
60th Medical Group command-
er. “We are part of the world’s 
most lethal and respected Air 
Force. Our heroes deserve a 
medical system that is the best 
on the planet.”

Honorary commanders – 
who are leaders and profession-
als in local business and gov-
ernment – toured several of 
DGMC’s medical facilities to 
include the En-Route Patient 
Staging Facility, laboratory, 
hyperbaric chamber, physical 
and occupational therapy facil-
ity, logistics warehouse, Clini-
cal Investigations Facility and 
Fisher House II.

“Throughout my tenure as 
an honorary commander, I’ve 
had the opportunity to tour 
DGMC three separate times 
and I still experience areas and 
programs I’ve never seen be-
fore,” said Monte Hoover, Tra-
vis Regional Armed Forces 

Committee chairman and local 
business owner. “As a business 
leader, I’m always impressed 
with the quality of the individu-
als and the passion they have in 
their craft.”

The Honorary Command-
ers Program allows profession-
als from a variety of areas to 
partner with commanders to 
strengthen and foster the re-
lationship between Travis and 
the local community.

The program serves to en-
hance civic appreciation of 
the need and value of the Air 
Force, to maximize opportuni-
ties to share the Air Force story 
and communicate that the Air 
Force and sister service part-
ner leaders share mutual inter-
ests, concerns and challenges 
with civilian stakeholders.

The vast majority of those 
serving in the Honorary Com-
manders Program have lit-
tle to no prior military experi-
ence. For many, the program 
serves as an opportunity to in-
teract and witness the behind 
the scenes efforts needed to ex-
ecute the installation’s rapid 
global mobility mission-set and 
support functions.

“The general public doesn’t 

u.s. Air force photo/louis briscese

Honorary commanders from Travis Air Force Base, Calif., tour David Grant USAF Medical Center on June 9.

See TOUR Page 21
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Travis supports veterans through mentorship
Senior Airman Amber Carter

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Mentorship plays a major role in the 
development of military members. Be-
ing a good wingman and providing sup-
port to peers applies to veterans even af-
ter their service has ended, especially 
when they are going through a rough time 
in their lives.  

The Veteran’s Treatment Court of So-
lano County, operated by the Superior 
Court of California, provides a way for 
veterans, who could otherwise be sen-
tenced to county jail or state prison, to re-
habilitate through support and treatment.

Participants are offered services, sup-
port and strategies that promote treat-
ment efforts, to include a mentor for each 
participant.

“You will be assigned a volunteer vet-
eran mentor from the community to sup-
port your efforts to create a better life,” 
reads the VTC Participant Handbook. 
“Your mentor is your peer and wants to 

work with you to help you succeed. He or 
she will be a valuable resource for you.”

Master Sgt. Brianna Hunt, 60th Force 
Support Squadron Sgt. Paul P. Ramone-
da Airman Leadership School Comman-
dant, has been a mentor program coordi-
nator and an active mentor with the VTC 
Program for two-and-a-half years.

“The previous command chief (of the 
60th Air Mobility Wing), Chief Master 
Sgt. Alan Boling, enlisted my help in coor-
dinating an active duty partnership with 
the Solano County Veterans Treatment 
Court, so that the veterans know they tru-
ly are not forgotten or left behind simply 
because they hung up the uniform,” said 
Hunt.

In order to qualify for the VTC pro-
gram, an individual must be a veter-
an who alleges that he or she committed 
a criminal offense as a result of sexual 
trauma, traumatic brain injury, post-trau-
matic stress disorder, substance abuse or 
mental health problems stemming from 

Daily republic photo/robinson Kuntz

Branden Rhines, of Fairfield, Calif., is congratulated June 5 by friends and family upon 
graduating from Solano County Drug Court. See MENTORSHIP Page 22
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Kids Under 12 Eat Free Every Day After 
4 PM, Limit 2 Free Kids Combos with the 
purchase of a Regular Sub Combo Meal

IT’S THE FLAVOR
MOTHER LODE

Free Chips & Drink 
with the purchase of a sub.

1640 E. Monte Vista Ave. 
Vacaville, California 95688 

707-474-9310

Travis protects migrating species
Merrie Schilter-Lowe

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

About 9 a.m. May 31, air-
field operations personnel at 
Travis Air Force Base, Califor-
nia, witnessed a not so unusual 
sight, but unusual for that time 
of day. 

Eight juvenile California ti-
ger salamanders were trying to 
cross the runway in search of a 
burrow on the opposite side of 
the flightline. Six survived. 

Airfield operations contact-
ed Penn Craig, 60th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron, to relocate the 
survivors.        

Sensitive to rain and high 
humidity, the juvenile sala-
manders are migrating from 
their ponds to live in burrows 
built by other small animals, 
such as squirrels and gophers, 
said Craig, biologist and the 
base’s natural and cultural re-
source manager. With the re-
cent rain, 11 more CTS have 
died on the airfield, he said.

“We relocated 78 juvenile 
CTS today (June 12) after the 
rain on Sunday,” said Craig. 

Only biologists with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service approval 
can touch CTS, he said.

Although juvenile CTS mi-
grate June to July, they do so at 
night. Overcast skies in the ear-
ly morning and late afternoon 
likely convinced them it was 
time to migrate, said Craig.  

“Adult CTS spend 90 per-
cent of their time in burrows 
and migrate at night to breed-
ing ponds during the wet 

season, October to April,” said 
Craig.  

The base is surrounded 
by 17 breeding ponds, which 
makes most of Travis CTS ter-
ritory. The salamanders will 
travel more than a mile from a 
breeding pond to find a burrow, 
said Craig. 

Four threatened and endan-
gered species like the CTS live 
on base. The list also includes 

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

u.s. Air force photo/heide couch

A juvenile California tiger salamander migrates June 9 across the Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif., airfield in search of a suitable burrow.

See SPECIES Page 21
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“Solano County’s Favorite Jeweler”10% Off
ANY PURCHASE

throughout the month of June
(Excludes Repairs)

Military life shapes ‘World Kid’
2nd Lt. Sarah Johnson

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs 

There are times when being 
a military kid is difficult. There 
is no place to really call home, 
no friends you’ve grown up 

with since kindergarten, and 
no sports team or club that has 
invested in you through child-
hood. However, in between fre-
quent moves, changing friends 
and new adjustments lies some-
thing incredibly special: the 

unique privilege and responsi-
bility of being a “world kid.”

High school junior Aar-
on Porcil knows this better 
than anyone. His father, Maj. 
Frank Porcil, 60th Surgical 

AF realigns Grand 
Forks under ACC

Air Combat Command  
Public Affairs

WASHINGTON  — 
The Air Mobility Com-
mand and Air Combat 
Command commanders 
have agreed to the re-
alignment of the 319th 
Air Base Wing, Grand 
Forks Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, to ACC ef-
fective June 13. 

The move will align 
Grand Forks AFB, which 
hosts active duty RQ-4 
Global Hawk operations, 
under the major com-
mand that organizes, 
trains and equips Airmen 
to perform remotely pilot-
ed aircraft missions.

“This realignment 
places a base that is fo-
cused on the RPA mission 
under the command with 
responsibility for it,” said 
Gen. Mike Holmes the 
ACC commander. “I have 
no doubt that by stream-
lining the organization, 
we can find new and bet-
ter ways to support and 
carry out this important 
mission.”

Approximately 1,400 
people will transfer from 
AMC’s 319th ABW to 

ACC under the realign-
ment, but will continue 
to support RQ-4 opera-
tions by collocated squad-
rons belonging to the 69th 
Reconnaissance Group of 
the 9th Reconnaissance 
Wing, Beale AFB, Cali-
fornia.

“I am proud of the Air-
men of Grand Forks AFB 
for their tireless dedica-
tion to (the) mission, the 
Air Force and Air Mobil-
ity Command,” said Gen. 
Carlton D. Everhart II, 
the AMC commander. 
“The realignment will be 
relatively transparent to 
Airmen as they transition 
to Air Combat Command 
and continue to make 
critical contributions to 
national defense.”

Grand Forks Air Force 
Base opened in 1957.  The 
319th ABW had been un-
der AMC since October 
1993.

Previously, the base 
was under ACC for just 
more than a year from 
June 1992 until the 
switch to AMC one year 
later.

The base was under 
Air Defense Command 
when it began in 1957.

u.s. Air force photo/2nd lt. sarah Johnson

Aaron Porcil, son of Maj. Frank Porcil, 60th Surgical Operations Squadron at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., 
strums his guitar May 9. Aaron is an accomplished singer, songwriter and basketball player who attributes 
much of his talents to his unique experiences as a military kid.

See WORLD KID Page 22
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(707) 428-9871
1371-C Oliver Road, Fairfield

DOCUMENT
PREPARATION SERVICE

Divorce .............. $299-$599

Living Trusts ..... $499/$599

Incorporation / LLC ... $399

Tammy & Rene Bojorquez
LDA #12009 -  So lano County

Did You Know?…
We Help with PROBATE

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICES

By The People is independently owned and operated. They are not lawyers, cannot represent customers, 
select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are provided at customers’ request  

and are not a  substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

Helping You Help Yourself

‘Buddy List’ delivers deals to shoppers
Army & Air Force Exchange  

Service Public Affairs

Airmen and Air Force 
families can get special of-
fers from the Travis AFB Ex-
change delivered straight to 
their inboxes every week by 
signing up for the Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service Bud-
dy List.

All shoppers have to do is 
contact the Travis AFB Ex-
change and ask to join approx-
imately 115,000 authorized 
Exchange shoppers world-
wide receiving exclusive of-
fers via email from their local 
Exchange.

“The Exchange Buddy List 

makes it easy to keep up with 
special deals and events at the 
Travis AFB Exchange,” said 
Main Store Manager Paula 
Bradford. “Sign up and keep 
your finger on the pulse of all 
the exclusive savings your Ex-
change has to offer.”

Any authorized shopper 
18 and older may join the Ex-
change Buddy List. For more 
information, contact the Tra-
vis AFB Exchange at 707-437-
4633.

The Army & Air Force Ex-
change Service goes where 
Soldiers, Airmen and their 
families go to improve the 
quality of their lives through 
goods and services provided. 

Exchange earnings provide 
dividends to support mil-
itary morale, welfare and 
recreation programs. The 
Exchange is part of the De-
partment of Defense and is 
directed by a Board of Di-
rectors, responsible to the Sec-
retaries of the Army and Air 
Force through the Chiefs of 
Staff. 

To find out more about the 
Exchange history and mission 
or to view recent press releas-
es please visit our Web site at 
http://www.shopmyexchange.
com or follow us on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Exchange-
PAO. Grandson of Enola Gay 

pilot flies refreshed B-29
Senior Airman Tara Fadenrecht
22nd Air refueling Wing Public AffAirs

MCCONNELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Kan. — Wichita’s beloved 
B-29 Superfortress, Doc, took to 
the skies yet again June 9 from 
McConnell Air Force Base, this 
time with an added aspect of 
historical significance and Air 
Force heritage.

Sitting in the co-pilot seat was 
Brig. Gen. Paul Tibbets IV, the 
509th Bomb Wing command-
er. Taking control of the aircraft 

means he has now flown the only 
two currently operational B-29s, 
Doc and Fifi. 

In 1998, Tibbets IV, flew Fifi 
with his grandfather, retired 
Brig. Gen. Paul Tibbets Jr., who 
piloted the B-29 Enola Gay when 
the aircraft and its crew dropped 
an atomic bomb on Japan, help-
ing end World War II.

“The only time I ever flew 
with my grandfather was with 
Fifi,” said Tibbets IV. “He had 

u.s. Air force photo/senior Airman Tara fadenrecht

Brig. Gen. Paul Tibbets IV, the 509th Bomb Wing commander from 
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., conducts pre-flight checks on Doc, a 
restored B-29 Superfortress June 9 at McConnell Air Force Base, Kan.

See ENOLA GAY Page 24
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Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio and one bedroom units, modestly 
priced from $1,475-$1,575/mo. Gated community. 
Elevated ceilings, Java beech wood cabinets, SS 
applncs, granite counters, washers/dryers and 
more. Close to shopping and freeway access.

OPEN HOUSE

Cathy Khan
REALTOR®

(707) 386-5425

2295 Streblow Drive,  Napa CA • (707) 255-4333
www.playnapa.com

Senior & Act ive Mi l i tary 
Savings

Mon - Wed Anytime: $29
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Players Card Members Only: $24

Everyday after 12pm: $19
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Afternoon 
Savings

Must present coupon to receive offer. Not valid with leagues, outings or special events. Expires 6/30/17.   TW

Base hosts Vacation Bible School

U.S. Air Force photo/2nd Lt. Sarah Johnson

An volunteer leads a group of children in a glow in the dark song-and-dance routine during 
Vacation Bible School June 9 at the Twin Peaks Chapel at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Vacation 
Bible School is an ecumenical chapel annual event open to all military and Department of Defense 
civilians where kids ages 3 to 12 enjoy crafts, snacks and faith-building games. This year, 
approximately 200 children and 50 volunteers were involved.

US, Iraqi forces recover, 
return pallets to DOD

Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Hehnly
386th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  

pUbLic AFFAirS

BAGHDAD, Iraq  — Air 
transportation specialists as-
signed to the 370th Air Expedi-
tionary Air Advisory Group be-
gan  recovering more than $2.1 
million in U.S. Air Force aerial 
port assets from Iraqi air force 
counterparts.

Aerial porters at the Bagh-
dad Diplomatic Support Cen-
ter have recovered more than 
1,500 aircraft pallets and 1,600 
cargo nets to date, which were 
used for foreign military sales 
cargo destined for the Iraqi mil-
itary fighting the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria in Mosul.

“The coordination move-
ment was a huge undertaking,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Seth Lobdell, an 
air advisor for air transporta-
tion assigned to the 770th Air 
Expeditionary Advisory Squad-
ron. “We had to coordinate the 
movement with the Depart-
ment of State, the U.S. Army 

and the Iraqi air force to be able 
to reclaim these items to be put 
back into service, saving the Air 
Force overall purchasing cost 
in the long run.”

Normally, the pallets would 
go unclaimed and would be lost 
within the system. The air ad-
visors identified the need to re-
claim the assets for the Air Mo-
bility Command and Defense 
Department, eliminating the 
need to purchase more.

The 463L pallet, and its top 
and two side nets, make up the 
main air-cargo pallet system of 
the U.S. Air Force, averaging 
approximately $1,500 per pallet 
and net set. According to Lob-
dell, everything that goes on an 
aircraft in loose boxes needs to 
be placed onto these pallets and 
netted down, in order to prevent 
anything from damaging the 
aircraft in flight.

Once the pallet systems 
are recovered from aerial 
ports throughout Iraq, they’re 

See PALLETS Page 19

Looking to unload? Try the SWAP ADS.  
Drop off ads in Bldg. 51.  
Ads appear for one week.  

Submission does not guarantee publication.
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Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Thursday 
Original  

Rock Bands
Friday  

Running with 
Scissorz

Saturday  
Mad Dash

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

Luke temporarily halts 
local F-35 operations

Secretary of the Air Force  
Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — The 
56th Fighter Wing at Luke 
Air Force Base, Arizona, can-
celled local flying operations 
June 9 for F-35A Lightning 
II aircraft due to a series of 
five incidents in which pilots 
have experienced hypoxia-
like symptoms. 

According to base officials, 
since May 2, five F-35A pilots 
assigned to Luke AFB have 
reported physiological inci-
dents while flying. In each 
case, the aircraft’s backup ox-
ygen system operated as de-
signed and the pilot followed 

the correct procedures, land-
ing the aircraft safely. 

“In order to synchronize 
operations and maintenance 
efforts toward safe flying op-
erations we have cancelled lo-
cal F-35A flying,” said Brig. 
Gen. Brook Leonard, the 56th 
FW commander. “The Air 
Force takes these physiolog-
ical incidents seriously, and 
our focus is on the safety and 
well-being of our pilots. We 
are taking the necessary steps 
to find the root cause of these 
incidents.”

Wing officials will edu-
cate U.S. and international pi-
lots today on the situation and 
increase their awareness of 

hypoxia symptoms. 
Pilots will also be briefed 

on all the incidents that have 
occurred and the success-
ful actions taken by pilots to 
safely recover their aircraft. 
Flight medicine will brief 
physiological symptoms and 
the extensive measures that 
are being taken to analyze 
data collected from the inci-
dents. 

Finally, the 56th Opera-
tions Group will hold an open 
forum to discuss any concerns 
pilots may have given these 
recent occurrences. 

The local flying operations 
cancellation is limited to Luke 
AFB. 

Social media sparks 
Retention Task Force

Master Sgt. Kristine Dreyer
Air Mobility CoMMAnd PubliC AffAirs

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. — Air Mobility Command 
stood up the AMC Aviation Re-
tention Task Force May 3 af-
ter receiving more than 600 re-
sponses to a video published on 
social media in mid-April to so-
licit ideas regarding Air Force 
aviation retention concerns. 

“We’ve received a tremen-
dous outpouring of response 
to the aviation retention chal-
lenges,” said Gen. Carlton D. 
Everhart II, AMC command-
er. “We’re actively considering 
all inputs to determine what po-
tential solutions may be imple-
mented and how best to inform 
policy.”

Responses to the request for 
ideas were received from a di-
verse cross section of career 
fields and ranks spanning mul-
tiple services, and ranged from 
quality of life initiatives to ca-
reer progression concerns.

“The team is pouring over 
inputs provided by Airmen 
from throughout AMC,” said 
Brig. Gen. Samuel Mahaney, 
AMC deputy director of oper-
ations and AMC Aviation Re-
tention Task Force chair. “We 

are listening to AMC Airmen, 
acknowledging their informed 
observations, and consider-
ing both their evolutionary and 
revolutionary suggestions.”

According to Everhart, the 
pilot resource scarcity is not a 
temporary challenge. The cur-
rent and forecasted pilot supply 
will not meet future demands 
of both the military and com-
mercial sectors.

“Over the next four years 
more than 1,600 mobility pi-
lots will become eligible to sep-
arate,” said Everhart. “If cur-
rent trends continue, Mobility 
Air Force will be short more 
than 400 pilots by fiscal year 
2022 illustrating the pilot short-
age is not looming; it is here.”

AMC leadership recognize 
the constants, a demand for 
mobility services in any future 
global environment and the re-
liance on total force solutions to 
resolve force challenges.

“Every Airman is unique 
with specific skills used to ac-
complish the mission effective-
ly,” said Mahaney. “As a group, 
AMC Airmen have (varied) re-
tention concerns.  We deploy 
differently, we train differently, 

See TASK FORCE Page 19
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Story and photos by Heide Couch
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

If you look up at the sky over Travis 
Air Force Base, California, you can ex-
pect to observe several flying machines, 
most often the heavy-lift C-5M Super 
Galaxy, C-17 Globemaster III or KC-10 
Extender aircraft that are based here, 
along with many transient flights that 
arrive and depart daily at one of the 
busiest Air Force bases in Air Mobili-
ty Command. 

But, if you take the time to notice, oc-
casionally you will see something else 
that shares airspace with the planes 
and helicopters flying overhead.

Travis lies well within the Pacific 
Fly Way, a major north-south passage 
for migratory birds in America, ex-
tending from Alaska to Patagonia. Ev-
ery year, migratory birds travel some 
or all of this distance both in spring and 
fall, following food sources, heading to 
breeding grounds, or travelling to over-
wintering sites.

Eagles, hawks, vultures, owls, harri-
ers, kites and falcons use Travis’ feder-
ally protected open space as a resource, 
some just passing through, others nest 
here during breeding season, and oth-
ers are residents year-round.

It is common to see these beautiful 
creatures from a distance, much more 
rare to receive a nearly hands-on ex-
perience, but that’s exactly what biol-
ogist Penn Craig, natural and cultural 
resources manager with the 60th Civil 
Engineer Squadron, got on a recent vis-
it to the California Raptor Center at the 
University of California, Davis.

“My background consists of approx-
imately 18 years as an environmental 
regulator for the states of Georgia and 
Florida where I was involved with the 
Resources Conservation and Recovery 
Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, Clean 
Water Act Section 319 and the Clean 
Air Act,” said Craig.

Craig also served as the senior lab-
oratory scientist in Georgia’s Environ-
mental Trace Metal Laboratory.

He has held his current post at Tra-
vis since Feb. 23, 2015. 

As part of his work, Craig is respon-
sible for keeping track of various spe-
cies of flora and fauna found on base, to 
include birds of prey.

“Currently we don’t know how many 
species of raptors make their nests on 
base,” he said. “We do know that, at a 
minimum, a pair of Swainson’s Hawks, 
and a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks 
may be nesting in the wooded area 
by the North gate. Swainson’s Hawks 
were nesting in the Hangar Avenue and 
Ragsdale Street area last year and on 
tree near the South gate.”

“Routinely, say once every five or 
so years, we try to update our wildlife 

inventory,” said Craig. “However, with 
limited funding and limited Natural 
Resources personnel, we tend to spend 
more time on listed species (those pro-
tected by the Endangered Species Act) 
and other sensitive species. For exam-
ple, the California tiger salamander, 
Contra Costa goldfield, burrowing owl, 
and tri-colored blackbirds.”

Travis is required to protect listed 
species under the Federal Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act.

Birds and aircraft don’t mix, and 
Travis has utilized various methods to 
ensure the safety of mission operations. 

“In most situations the Bird Aircraft 
Safety Hazard team is on site to coordi-
nate with the airfield tower to use non-
lethal methods to remove birds and 
other wildlife from the airfield,” said 
Craig.

Craig has spent most of his life in the 
eastern half of the United States and 
wanted to become more familiar with 
identifying the birds of prey found in 
the Travis area by visiting the CRC.

The mission of the CRC is to reha-
bilitate and, when possible, release in-
jured or orphaned birds of prey. Birds 
that can’t be released due to their inju-
ries are kept at the center on display or 
used as educational outreach birds. The 
CRC takes between 300 and 350 raptors 
each year, successfully returning about 
60 percent to the wild.

Retired Master Sgt. Randy Couch, 
who served as a first sergeant at Travis, 
has been a volunteer at the CRC for over 
five years. Couch guided Craig through 
the CRC’s facilities and provided infor-
mation on the birds kept there.

“I’ve always been interested in wild-
life and volunteered at the Suisun Wild-
life Center for a year,” said Couch. “I 
took a raptor handling class at the Cal-
ifornia Raptor Center and was hooked. 
Soon I was volunteering here and I am 
always learning something new about 
these birds. They’re fascinating. My 
wife and I often go birding on Travis 
Air Force Base and it’s amazing that 
such a busy, bustling place has such a 
wide variety of raptors and other birds 
in abundance.”

Couch and two other CRC volunteers 
brought education birds out so Craig 
could get a close look at a Golden Eagle, 
a Swainson’s Hawk and a White-tailed 
Kite, all common local birds. Craig was 
also shown young Northern Harriers, 
one of which was hatched at the center, 
and both of which will be released back 
into the wild as soon as they are able to 
fly well enough and fend for themselves.

For information on the CRC and 
other local wildlife rehabilitation cen-
ters and how you can help, visit http://
www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/calraptor/in-
dex.cfm, http://www.suisunwildlife.org 
or https://lindsaywildlife.org.

wingSOver Solano

1) A pair of Swainson’s hawks hide in branches of a 
eucalyptus tree April 14 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 2) A 
pair of red-shoulder hawks perch on a branch of a eucalyptus 
tree April 21 at Travis. 3) Penn Craig, natural and Cultural 
Resources Manager with the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron, 
gets a side-by-side comparison of Swainson’s hawks June 
8 from Mel Martinez at the California Raptor Center at 
University of California, Davis. 4) Retired Master Sgt. 
Randy Couch, volunteer with the California Raptor Center, 
describes the attributes of a golden eagle at the California 
Raptor Center. 5) A barn owl roosts in a eucalyptus tree April 
21 at Travis. 6) whistler, a Swainson’s hawk, displays the 
intricate markings on the underside of its wings and tail June 
8 at the California Raptor Center. The Swainson’s hawk is a 
regular visitor at Travis, often nesting on base.
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birds migrate through travis airspace



Scuba OWD. June 24-26. Outdoor 
Recreation. 707-424-0969.

Stand up paddleboard. June 24. Outdoor 
Recreation. 707-424-0969.

Disney 101. June 24. Outdoor Recreation. 
707-424-0969. 

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://

www.travisfss.com.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report 
to Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspon-
dence to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, 
Travis AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 3 p.m. on the 
second Friday of every month at Wingman’s in 
the Delta Breeze Club. For more information, 
contact Senior Master Sgt. Angell Nichols or 
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit 
the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the 
third Thursday of the month in the diabetic 
education classroom on the first floor in Internal 
Medicine at David Grant USAF Medical Center. 
For more information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile 
phone users must dial 707-424-4911 if they 
have an emergency on base. Those using 
government or home phones can call 911. For 
more information, call the Travis Air Force Base 
Fire Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a 
live, trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 

the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station 
Project. Located at Peabody Road and Vanden 
Road in Fairfield with a six-lane overpass. 
Construction is scheduled for completion in 
October. For more information, visit http://bit.
ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. 
The Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 
8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress 
Peer Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 
p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from 1-2 
p.m. the third Thursday of each month at The 
Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof of 
U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change submit 
a court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online with 
2D barcode at website https://pptform.state.gov 
and/or https://travel.state.gov. For more 
information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit the new 
paperless website at https://jhns.release.dma.
mil/public and fill out the information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. For more information, 
email lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 
707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their dependents are eligible for 
free admission from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in Vallejo. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 
707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-2573 
or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, the Basic Riders 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and some NAF folks. Dependents welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force requires 
on-base residents to be licensed by the 60th 
Mission Support Group if they provide more than 
10 hours of care per week in their homes. For 
more information, call 707-424-8104 or 
707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identification. 
The prohibition in photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying 
for government-issued, no-fee passport and 
other U.S. government agencies in the 
performance of official government business. 
This requirement does not apply to minors ages 
16 years or younger. However, it applies to 
sponsors. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets 
at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call 
Mark Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their dependents. It is the 
RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect that they deserve. If 
you would like to apply for a volunteer slot and 
have three hours or more to give, call 
707-424-3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of Emergency 
Data, aka vRED, and Servicemembers Group 
Life Insurance form are two of the most-critical 
documents a service member is responsible for 
maintaining throughout a military career. 
Commanders, Casualty Assistance personnel 
and Mortuary Affairs personnel rely heavily on 
these two documents as a vital source of 
information when a crisis occurs resulting in 
serious injury or death of the service member.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. The office has the following 
walk-in customer service window hours: 8 to 11 
a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday through Thursday 

as well as window hours from 8 to 11 a.m. 
Friday. For emergencies, call 707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Toastmasters. The Travis Toastmasters 
meets at noon on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month in the USO Lounge. Toastmasters is 
an organization that helps people practice 
communication, as well as build on skills they 
already have. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call Nicole Culberhouse at 
478-273-1760.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as well 
as adults ages 18 or older who train and serve 
as the volunteer component of the total force. 
UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 241-B -2. 
Open to all students with a 2.0 or higher 
grade-point average. For more information, 
contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 707-424-3996 or 
recruiting@squadron22-cap.us, visit during a 
UTA or check out http://squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 

Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney and 
notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for active duty 
members and dependents are walk-ins from 2 
to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills and retiree legal 
assistance, call 707-424-3251 to make an 
appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

• Vincente Arespacochaga Jr., 60th 
Medical Support Squadron.

• Cheryl Brown, 60th Air Mobility Wing.
• Nicole Miller, 349th Maintenance 

Squadron.
• Jessica Trimble, 23rd Combat 

Communications Squadron.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the 
month at Nut Tree Airport. For more information, 
call James Harris at 707-631-6361.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO building 1348. Served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For 
active duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Events and info
Give Parents a Break Program. Canceled 

due to federal civilian hiring freeze until further 
notice.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon appoint-
ment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First Street 

Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, RE 

Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday and 
Friday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., 
Fairfield. 

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal at 
6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

60th FSS
Deals and events

Father’s Day bowling appreciation. On 
June 24, Travis Bowl will celebrate Dad with $1 
bowling games. Bring the whole family. Shoes not 
included. For details, call 707-437-4737.

Paint Night. 6 p.m. June 23 at Cypress 
Lakes Golf Course. Make and take your very own 
masterpiece painting of a “Bay Bride Sunset.” 
Register at Arts & Crafts. $20. For details, call 
707-424-2929.

Teen Adventure Camp. From July 24-28, 
teens can enjoy stand-up paddle boarding, 
geocaching, hiking, whitewater rafting and more. 
Register at the Youth Center. Cost includes meals, 
transportation and equipment. Mandatory swim 
test for the camp as well as a mandatory parent 
meeting July 17 at the Teen Zone. $85. For more 
information, call 707-424-5392.

Designer Handbag Bingo. June 30 at 
Cypress Lakes Golf Course. Doors open at 5 
p.m. and gaming begins at 6 p.m. First handbag 
given away free, $20 to play the additional 10 

rounds. Head to the FSS Facebook Page to vote on 
bags. For more information and official rules, visit 
TravisFSS.com/HandbagBingo. 

Upcoming
DIY burlap wreath. June 16. Arts & Crafts. 

707-424-2929.
Karaoke. June 16 and 23. Wingman’s. 

707-437-3711.
Scuba pool. June 17 and 18. Outdoor 

Recreation. 707-424-0969.
Sailing certification. June 17 and 18. 

Outdoor Recreation. 707-424-0969.
Baby bounce. June 19. Mitchell Memorial 

Library. 707-424-3279.
DIY home string art. June 19. Arts & Crafts. 

707-424-2929.
Pre-K storytime. June 20. Mitchell Memorial 

Library. 707-424-3279
Scuba class. June 20. Outdoor Recreation. 

707-424-0969.
Online Hunter’s Education. June 21. 

Outdoor Recreation. 707-424-0969.
Boater safety. June 21. Outdoor Recreation. 

707-424-0969.
Wing Wednesdays. June 21. Delta Breeze 

Club. 707-437-3711.
Belay and open climb. June 23. Outdoor 

Recreation. 707-424-0969
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in the next week . . .

fr
i Overnight surf and camping 

trip. On June 16, Outdoor 
Recreation heads to Santa Cruz 
for a three-day/two-night trip. 
With professional instructors. 
Transportation, camping fees, 
meals, instruction and gear are 

included. Individuals 18 years of age and 
older are welcome to register. $125. For 
more information, call 707-424-0969.

Food Truck Fridays. Every Friday 
(excluding First Friday and holidays) at the 
Delta Breeze Club. Pets welcome. June 16: 
Free live music from the Designer Forks, 
barbecue eats from Buckhorn’s Food Truck. 
Wingman’s and the O-Bar also open. For 
more information, call 707-437-3711.

sa
t Father’s Day cay show. The 

Travis Exchange will host the 
fifth-annual Father’s Day Car 
show from 11 a.m to 2:30 p.m. 
June 17. To enter, send your 
name, phone number, email 
address and vehicle make, 

model, year, color, and license plate and 
state to jonesjm@aafes.com. A $25 
registration fee is required to enter. All motor 
vehicles are welcome. For information, call 
Jessica Jones at 707-437-4633 ext. 215.

Father’s Day Ugly Tie Fun Run. On 
June 17, the Fitness Center is hosting a free 
5K fun run and everyone is invited. No 
registration. Sign-up  9:15 a.m., run 10 a.m. 

First 75 participants will receive free T-shirts 
and each participant will receive prize tickets 
for goodies at the end of the run. For details, 
call 707-424-2008.

su
n Brewery tour. On June 18, treat 

Dad to a day of microbrew bliss. 
For $30, individuals 21 years of 
age and over can experience 
transportation to and from 
breweries in the Sacramento 
area. Enjoy tours and samplings 

from some of the best breweries in 
California. To register, call 707-424-0969.

m
on

Make-n-Take String Art. On 
June 19, Arts & Crafts is offering 
a make-n-take class for ages 8 
and up. Can “make-n-take” 
artwork as a gift for Dad. 
Instructors will guide you through 
the process of creating custom 

string art that you can take home and hang 
on your wall. $15. To register, call 
707-424-2929.

th
u Club members breakfast. At 

6:30 a.m. June 22, club 
members can enjoy a savory 
breakfast buffet. Club members 
free. Nonmembers and guests 
$7.95 plus tax. For details on 
club membership, visit 

TravisFSS.com/dbc or call the Delta Breeze 
Club at 707-437-3711.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Cars 3” (PG-13, first run)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Cars 3” (PG-13, first run)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Cars 3” (PG-13, first run)

Retiree Corner
Toss unwanted or expired 
medications appropriately

fAlls ChurCh, va. —  
many service members and 
their families are gearing 
up to move this summer as 
peak moving season runs 
may through August each 
year. As you organize your 
house and belongings to pre-
pare for your move, one area 
of your home you shouldn’t 
overlook is your medicine 
cabinet. Now is the per-
fect time to get rid of items 
that are expired or no lon-
ger needed. with the mil-
itary health system drug 
take back program, you 
can safely and easily dispose 
of unwanted and expired 

medications at u.s. military 
pharmacies.

there are two free options 
for beneficiaries to dispose of 
their prescription and over-
the-counter drugs safely.

drop off old or expired 
drugs in secure collection 
boxes at military pharma-
cies. send them by mail in a 
special envelope available at 
the military pharmacy.

to find out which drug 
take back option your phar-
macy has, contact your mili-
tary hospital or clinic.

for more information 
on how to safely dispose of 
drugs through the drug 
take back program, visit the 
triCAre website.

— Air Force News Service
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STR8TS
No. 338 Medium

1 2 6 7
1 4 2 3 7 6 9 8
2 3 4 5 9 8 7
3 2 7 9 8 6

5 7 9 6 8 4
6 8 7 3 4 5

6 7 5 3 4 2 1
7 6 4 5 3 2

9 8 3 4 2 1

3

6

1
9 2

8
5

How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

8 9 4 5
2 6 7

3 8
2 7

4 7 2 5
9 3

3 8
6 2 3

3 5 6 1
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5 9 4 3 2 7 6 1 8
7 3 2 8 6 1 9 4 5
8 6 1 5 9 4 3 7 2
1 4 7 6 3 2 8 5 9
3 8 9 7 1 5 2 6 4
2 5 6 4 8 9 7 3 1
6 2 8 1 4 3 5 9 7
9 1 5 2 7 6 4 8 3
4 7 3 9 5 8 1 2 6

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 338 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

puzzles
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1411 Oliver Road. Ste. 180
Fair�eld

JUDY GRESS
REALTOR®

DRE #01321725 (707) 330-5757

�  Full Time REALTOR®
�  Local resident for over 30 years
�  Specializing in Solano County residential
�  Certi�ed Distressed Property Expert
�  International exposure for listings
�  REALTOR® since 2000

Judy_Gress@yahoo.com

NOW OPEN

Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11am - 3pm

Boutique Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10am - 6:30pm

 707.422.5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage, next to Subway) 

15% Off 
On Saturdays 

with Military ID

Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES & MORE

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99 • 3-5pm

Wednesday  
thru Saturday

KARAOKE

6pm-Close

Happy

Hour

Mon & Tue 6am-3pm • Wed & Thurs 6am-9pm 
Fri & Sat 6am-10pm • Sun 6am-8pm

(707) 428-0555 •  2390 North Texas Street, Fairfield

Buy One Breakfast 
or Lunch Get One 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Dinner Special
Buy One Get One 

50% Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

10% 
Off

Your Total Bill
Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 

Not good with any other offers or 
on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 7/3/17. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser 
value. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires  7/3/17. 

One coupon per table. 
Must present coupon. 
Offer expires 7/3/17. 

5-6pm

inspected, cleaned, separated 
between good and bad and ei-
ther shipped back to the U.S. or 
kept in theater.

“This is a good program 
across the AOR, not only in re-
covering assets and saving the 
Air Force money, but in train-
ing and benefit for the Iraqi air 
force,” said Master Sgt. Rob-
ert Gage,  aerial port superin-
tendent at BDSC with the 442nd 
Air Expeditionary Squadron. 
“As we recover these assets we 
teach the Iraqis how to proper-
ly store and maintain the pallets 
and nets so they can be reused 

and put back into the aerial port 
system. Once back in the sys-
tem they can be used to trans-
port cargo that is delivered to 
them through the foreign mil-
itary sales and Iraqi training 
and equipment fund programs 
as well as aid in their fight 
against ISIS.”

The initiative that started 
at BDSC and Al Muthana Air 
Base has now spread to oth-
er forward operating bases, re-
sulting in the recovery of ad-
ditional pallets, according to 
Gage.

“There are air transporta-
tion specialists all throughout 
the AOR in Iraq that have been 
working alongside their coali-
tion partners and reclaiming 

assets,” said Lobdell. “Right 
now the cost savings out of Iraq 
is huge.”

With more than $2.1 million 
in assets already recovered, 
Lobdell and Gage hope to pass 
the initiative  to the next group 
of air advisors to continue this 
cost savings process.

“It was really nice to work 
with our partners, the Iraqi mil-
itary, to be able to accomplish 
this,” said Lobdell. “It’s some-
thing that started here and has 
been able to take off across the 
AOR. It’s monumental in the 
fact that several people have 
come together to make sure  all 
of this stuff flows back in and 
out of the country the way it’s 
supposed to.”

Pallets
From Page 13

Courtesy photo

Members of the Iraqi Air Force and the U.S. Army’s 574th Combat Support Command work together to load 
recovered 463L pallets onto an U.S. Army truck April 16 at Al Muthana Air Base, Iraq.

we exercise differently, and we 
are constantly in demand.  This 
is why it is so important that 
our solutions create a quality 
of service that allows Airmen 
to execute their mission with-
out unneeded distractions and 
maintain a quality of life that 
allows Airmen and their fami-
lies to thrive.”

Today, the Air Force Re-
serve pilot manning is at 94 
percent and 85 percent for the 
Air National Guard, which 
comprise 60 percent of the to-
tal Mobility Air Force capabil-
ity in manpower and aircraft. 

According to Everhart, the avi-
ation retention concern is a to-
tal force issue.

“With the Mobility Air Forc-
es, ensuring a strong Total 
Force perspective and capabil-
ity is critical, because a man-
ning deficit in any one area im-
pacts the collective team,” said 
Everhart.

By fostering transparent, 
productive dialogue among 
the aviation community, AMC 
capitalizes on Airmen ingenu-
ity to fully address retention is-
sues for aircrew, maintenance 
and possibly a multitude of oth-
er career fields across the com-
mand.

“Because of General Ever-
hart’s leadership in requesting 

frank and forthright input from 
AMC Airmen, we now have 
hundreds of individual inputs 
from across AMC,” said Mah-
aney. “Those inputs are front 
and center and are truly the 
driving factor of this effort.”

Everhart most recently used 
the task force to prepare in-
puts when he attended the Na-
tional Pilot Shortage meeting 
with Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. David L. Goldfein May 18 
in Alexandria, Virginia. Ever-
hart and Goldfein met with air-
line executives, union repre-
sentatives, and Air Force and 
sister-service aviation leaders 
to discuss ways to improve col-
laboration between airlines and 
the military.

Task force
From Page 14

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: pperry@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST LUTHERAN

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

CATHOLIC

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

HOLY FAMILY
OLD CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
(Old Catholic Diocese of Napa)

Meeting at: 1600 Union 
Ave.Fairfield, CA 94533

Mass and Worship every Saturday at 5:00pm
• Fr. Robert T. Fuentes, Pastor
• Deacon Louis Souza-Fuentes, Associate Pastor

CHURCH:
House of God, House of All

COME! Whether you are a Christian or not. 
Whether you are married or divorced. Whether 
you are gay or straight. Whether you are from 

this community or passing though.  Whether you 
are filled with joy or with sadness.

ENTER with all confidence for this is your house 
as well as the House of God.

Open Communion - No one is turned away 
from the Altar

For more information call
the Church Office at 425-1748
www.holyfamilyfairfield.org

www.toccusa.org
The Old Catholic Church. Province of the United States Ancient 

Faith, Welcoming and Inclusive Church, Serving the Modern World

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

For More 
Information

 On Our 
Worship

Directory,
Contact

Daily Republic
Classifieds

at 
(707) 427-6973

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Baptist Church  
of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church
Senior Pastor Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 8am and 11am

Nursery available during  
the 11am service

Sunday School for all ages  
at 9:30am

Awana on Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Cooperates with The Southern  
Baptist Convention

Sunday Schedule:
Worship Service .............................................8:00 am
Bible Study ........................................................9:00 am
Worship Service .......................................... 10:30 am
Evening Prayer & Praise ............................ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Schedule:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May), Youth ..................... 6:00 pm
Adult Choir ...................................................... 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study ........................................ 10:00 am 
......................................1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor
707-448-5430

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
(Located 2 blocks west of Vaca High)

www.tbcvacaville.com
A home for Military families since 1960
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

We are a Bible-centered Church which 
strives to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the proclamation of God’s 
word, the preparation of the saints,  

and the propagation of missions.
Senior Pastor Rich Manrique

Sunday Services:
10:00 am Worship

Tuesday:
6:30-8:30 pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Jr./Sr. High Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:00-8:30 pm Adult Home  Bible Study

Thursday:
6:00-8:00 pm Homeless  ministry in
 conjunction with Mission
 Solano Rescue Mission

12:00 Adult Bible Study 
 w/Pastor Rich

ROCKVILLE 
BIBLE

720 Link Road, Fairfield, CA 94534
707-864-6602

Churchoffice@RockvilleBible.org

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Ages 2 - 5

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

CUMC SCHOOL
Providing Excellence 
Since 1984

707-425-9310

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6973

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

Celelll bbebrebr titiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhohonornoriiinging ouou ddr dr diiiveiversirsit

the vernal pool fairy shrimp, 
vernal pool tadpole and the 
Contra Costa goldfield – an 
annual that flourishes March 
through June. 

Like the CTS, these species 
live in or near the more than 
800 areas with vernal pool 
and wetland features on base. 
Most of these areas are off-
limits to base personnel. 

Anyone who comes in 

contact with a CTS should con-
tact Craig at 707-424-8354.

“Penalties for harass-
ing, harming or killing a 
CTS ranges from $25,000 to 
$50,000 and up to 12 months in 
jail,” said Craig. “Federal and 
state laws require everyone on 
base to conserve and protect 
threatened and endangered 
species.”

Under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, species may be listed 
as endangered or threatened. 
Endangered means a spe-
cies is in danger of extinction 

throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range. Threat-
ened means a species is likely 
to become endangered in the 
foreseeable future.

Federal law also protects 
the burrowing owl – a long-
term resident at Travis – 
the tricolored blackbird and 
Swanson hawk that have re-
cently been sited on base, said 
Craig. 

“The critical time for 
protecting birds is during 
the nesting season, February 
through August,” he said.

Species
From Page 9

always get to see the ac-
complishments and success-
es of Travis Air Force Base,” 
said Hoover. “As honorary 
commanders, we get to be 
the ambassadors within the 
community and share those ac-
complishments. Serving as an 
honorary commander has been 
an incredibly rewarding expe-
rience.”

Vacaville fire chief and 

newly inducted honorary com-
mander Kris Concepcion, 
echoed Hoover’s sentiments.

“Although new to the pro-
gram, I have already had many 
positive experiences including 
tours of the installation’s facil-
ities and interacting with my 
partner commander,” he said. 
“The program is important 
to me because it allows me to 
(meet) families with Travis Air 
Force Base and the Air Force 
in general. This is vitally impor-
tant because Travis plays such a 
big part in the city of Vacaville.”

Tour
From Page 6
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service in the United States 
military.

“The majority of military 
members join very young and 
grow up in the military with 
the guidance of supervisors, 
first sergeants and the ample 
support of base agencies,” said 
Hunt. “Although programs as-
sisting members in transition-
ing out of the military have 
made great strides, many in-
dividuals struggle without the 
guidance and support they had 
in the service. This compound-
ed with mental and often phys-
ical conditions connected to 
their service sometimes leads 
members to make poor choic-
es and find themselves maneu-
vering the justice system.”

The VTC is a collaborative 
court, meaning that the judge, 
probation officer, attorneys, 
county veterans service offi-
cer, veterans justice outreach 
worker with Veteran Affairs, 
case manager and mentor co-
ordinator, work as a team in the 
best interest of the participant.

“VTC, along with men-
tors, walk with these veterans 
through troubled times and 
into a new beginning,” said 
Hunt.

The program has five 
highly-structured phases of 
treatment and rehabilitation 
for 18 months designed to 
help and support participants. 
Upon successful completion of 
the program, charges against 

participants will either be re-
duced or dropped all together, 
depending on the offense and 
the charges.

Travis Air Force Base cur-
rently has four mentors and 
are seeking more. Active duty, 
reservists and guard members 
can participate. Interested in-
dividuals should be willing to 
dedicate 18 months to the pro-
gram.

“We work around (tempo-
rary deployments), deploy-
ments and extenuating circum-
stances,” said Hunt. “Mentors 
must be senior NCOs, officers 
or mature technical sergeants. 
Deployment experience is a 
bonus. I invite anyone interest-
ed in mentoring to contact me 
and accompany me to a court 
hearing or even a graduation 
to see the program for them-
selves.”

Mentors are involved 
throughout the entire process, 
from sitting in on the veteran’s 
hearing all the way to gradu-
ation.

“Often times the mentee 
feels that they can trust and re-
late to their mentors and will 
look to their mentor for guid-
ance when they are strug-
gling,” said Hunt. “Witnessing 
the appreciation from the men-
tee when they realize that we 
are not giving up on them and 
watching them regain confi-
dence and honor is my favorite 
part of mentoring.”

For more information on 
the Veterans Treatment Court 
Program and how to become 
a mentor, contact Hunt at  
brianna.hunt@us.af.mil.

Mentorship
From Page 8

Operations Squadron at Tra-
vis Air Force Base, California, 
has 23 years of active-duty ser-
vice and 30 years of total ser-
vice under his belt – meaning 
Aaron and two older siblings 
have grown up in the military 
lifestyle.

“Aaron pretty much grew up 
overseas,” said Porcil. “This is 
his first real stateside base that 
he can probably remember.”

Turkey, Italy and Japan 
were all home to Aaron and his 
siblings before moving to Tra-
vis in 2012, where his father 
now serves as the operating 
room flight commander at Da-
vid Grant USAF Medical Cen-
ter. Rather than focus on the 
challenges of an ever-changing 
childhood, Aaron celebrates his 
upbringing by using it to fuel 
his two passions: music and 
basketball.    

His passion for music start-
ed in Italy, when the Porcil 
family began singing togeth-
er in the car on weekend road 
trips.

“We used to play the singing 
game in the car when we went 
on a road trip, and we would all 
take turns singing a song,” Aar-
on remembers. “The first time 
my parents ever actually heard 
me sing was when I was about 
10 years old. They compliment-
ed me and said I had a nice 
voice, so I just kept singing.”

That small encouragement 
was all he needed to begin pur-
suing a career as a professional 
singer and songwriter. He be-
gan learning how to play the pi-
ano and guitar and performed 
in his first talent show in fifth 
grade, singing “Baby” by Jus-
tin Bieber – an artist who still 
inspires his music today, along 
with Chris Brown and Usher.

“When we moved here (to 
Travis), that’s when I got into 
music more,” said Aaron. “I 
started writing music about ex-
periences my older sister and 
brother had during high school 
– typical love stories – and then 
I asked my dad if we could start 
recording music.”

On July 7, Aaron’s dream 
will become reality. His first 
pop/R&B album, appropriate-
ly titled “Dream,” will be re-
leased in stores, iTunes and 
Spotify under the record label 
World Kid Music. It’s an album 

he hopes will inspire people, 
as well as tell the story of his 
unique upbringing.

“Moving around a lot has 
made me feel like I’m a diverse 
kid, that’s why World Kid Mu-
sic is the name of our label,” 
he said. “I feel like a kid of the 
world and I want to share my 
experiences with everybody 
around the world. My music fits 
everybody.”

In addition to writing and 
recording music and going to 
school, Aaron is hard at work 
on his other dream: basketball. 
Like music, it’s a dream that 
was cultivated by his military 
upbringing.

“I’ve grown up playing on 
different teams,” he said. “In 
Japan I played for the youth 
center, and then in Italy I 
played for an Italian team.”

Basketball caught Aaron’s 
attention at the age of 5, when 
he began watching Kobe Bry-
ant. Soon after, he asked his fa-
ther if he could learn to play.

“He didn’t have a (basket-
ball) hoop in the yard, but he 
had a basketball,” said Porcil. 
“He used to just bounce and 
bounce that ball for hours, and 
that’s when I saw he actually 
had a passion for basketball.”

Not only did Aaron grow 
up playing with internation-
al teammates, but many of his 
practice hours were spent in 
base gyms practicing with old-
er, more experienced players.

“When he was a lot young-
er, the older guys would still 
let him play with them,” said 
Porcil. “They never said, ‘Hey, 
you’re too young, don’t play.’ At 
Aviano (Air Base, Italy) they 
would let him play, and coming 
here (to Travis) he would play 
with the bigger kids and that al-
lowed him to get better.”

“When I was younger, ev-
eryone was stronger, fast-
er (and) bigger, and I had to 
learn how to adapt to playing 
with guys that big,” said Aaron. 
“Once you play kids your age, it 
becomes a lot easier. A lot of the 
players on the base team have 
always taken me under their 
wing and shown me how to do 
new things and how to use my 
body well and be stronger on 

the court. That’s really helped 
me improve and grow in the 
game.”

Aaron played on his first 
traveling team in Solano Coun-
ty when the family moved to 
Travis, and recently helped 
lead the team at Vanden High 
School in Fairfield, Califor-
nia, to the semi-final game for 
the state championship as the 
team’s only starting junior. 
This year, as a senior, he plans 
for his team to go all the way.

“I’m always in the gym ev-
ery week, at least six to seven 
days a week and I really want 
to play college basketball,” said 
Aaron. “I just really have a love 
for basketball.”

He owes much of his passion 
and skill for both music and 
basketball to the world view he 
was able to develop growing up, 
he said.

“Growing up as a military 
kid, you’re exposed to a lot,” he 
said. “That’s really allowed me 
to have an open mind to under-
standing people. I’ve been able 
to absorb and take in what peo-
ple are saying and understand.”

Aaron also has multi-na-
tional ethnicity, with his moth-
er from the Philippines and his 
father from the Virgin Islands. 
Combined with his military ex-
periences, he wants his music 
to appeal to all types of people.

“The fact that (Aaron and 
his siblings) grew up overseas 
(means) they have an open 
mind (and) they’re open to all 
types of music, all types of peo-
ple, all types of cultures, lan-
guages (and) foods… Because 
of that, they have a unique out-
look on life,” said Porcil. “When 
you hear his music, you hear 
a lot of experiences that are 
something you think an older 
person would have, but because 
he was exposed to so much at a 
young age, I think he has that 
unique outlook that makes him 
an older soul.”

Aaron hopes to have all these 
experiences show through in 
his debut album and, hopeful-
ly, a career in basketball. Wher-
ever his dreams take him, he 
will always pay it back to being 
a world kid.

World Kid
From Page 11

“Aaron pretty much grew up overseas. 
This is his first real stateside base that 
he can probably remember.”

— Maj. Frank Porcil
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THE MARKET is on 

the RIGHT TRACK!

I make it happen…
You make it home!

Call Emmy for a private consultation  (707) 803-2733

Emmy Greene
Executive Council/REALTOR®
Lic. #01350961

(707) 803-2733

www.SolanoHomesToday.com

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 429-4861nset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City  • 429

Foot Pain?

Foothill College and worked in 
the marketing field.

After living in California 
for five years Barcellos Toffa-
no said, she wanted to challenge 
herself. This led to her joining 
the U.S. Air Force in Septem-
ber 2016.

“I love challenging myself, 
it makes me grow,” she said. 
“I once biked (49 miles) from 
Mountain View to Sausilito, Cal-
ifornia, just to do it. Just for the 
challenge. I feel like if you don’t 
challenge yourself or ever step 
out of your comfort zone, you’ll 
be stuck in the same spot. I want 
to travel, learn and experience 
life. I’m hoping the Air Force 
sends me overseas soon to chal-
lenge me even more.”

The bright-eyed Airman 
graduated basic military train-
ing as an honor graduate in No-
vember 2016. She then complet-
ed the Financial Management 
and Comptroller Apprentice 
Course at Keesler AFB, Missis-
sippi, in February and arrived 
at Travis AFB, California, on 
March 3.

As a budget analyst in the 
60th CPTS, she helps provide 
financial services to 12,000 

Airmen across three wings and 
manage a budget in excess of 
$300 million. While she’s only 
been at Travis for three months, 
Barcellos Toffano is having 
quite an impact on the mission.

“She’s been fantastic,” said 
Capt. Garrett Custons, 60th 
CPTS financial management 
analysis flight commander. 
“She’s picking up financial man-
agement at an extremely fast 
pace and more importantly, 
she’s engaged with the team and 
hungry for knowledge.”

“It’s great to have new Air-
men come in and ask questions 
about why we do things the way 
we do, which is exactly what 
she’s been doing,” said Custons. 
“It’s forcing us to re-look at a lot 
of processes we’ve been doing a 
certain way for a long time with-
out having a good reason except 
for, ‘that’s the way it’s always 
been done.’”

The Air Force announced 
13 new initiatives in September 
2016 focused on enhancing di-
versity across the service.

“Recruiting and retaining di-
verse Airmen cultivates innova-
tion,” said Gen. David Golfein, 
Air Force Chief of Staff. “Like 
different aircraft and missions 
make up one Air Tasking Order, 
different people make the best 
teams when integrated purpose-
fully together.”

“The men and women serv-
ing in the U.S. Air Force are 
representative of the diversi-
ty of our nation,” said former 
Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force, James Cody. “We value 
this diversity and it’s one of our 
greatest strengths; our Airmen 
come together to produce an in-
credible team that can accom-
plish any mission and overcome 
any challenge. The uniqueness 
of these Airmen and the ability 
to leverage this uniqueness over 
time will ensure we remain the 
world’s greatest Air Force.”

The 60th CPTS has the op-
portunity to benefit from diver-
sity daily as Airmen from sev-
en countries including Barbados 
and China can be found working 
in the squadron.

“By seeking out people from 
diverse backgrounds you can in-
crease your knowledge on a par-
ticular topic by hearing different 
points of view,” said Barcellos 
Toffano.

Organizations that lack di-
versity may end up analyzing 
processes and solving problems 
the same way, which could lim-
it options, she said. Diversity is 
important, because it brings so 
much value into an organization.  

Custons agrees with Barcel-
los Toffano.

“Having this diverse team 
with different backgrounds 

helps to avoid the dangers of 
group think,” he said. “Sever-
al times already, our young Air-
men have made comments about 
the second and third order ef-
fects of some potential deci-
sions that we had not taken into 
account, preventing inefficien-
cies.” 

Recently, Barcellos Toffa-
no shared some ideas on ways 
to encourage Airmen to use the 
Airmen Against Drunk Driving 
program, an all-volunteer force 
designed to give Airmen free 
rides home and prevent driving 
under the influence incidents. 
She’s even helping Travis devel-
op a survey for the program.

“Travis has had a prob-
lem recently with so many Air-
men getting DUIs, so I’m help-
ing develop a survey to find out 
why Airmen don’t take advan-
tage of AADD more,” said Bar-
cellos Toffano. “I reviewed the 
questions for the survey and 
came up with the idea of includ-
ing in-depth information in the 

questions, allowing for better re-
sponses.”

The survey features about a 
dozen questions seeking feed-
back from Airmen about the 
AADD program.

“With the survey, we want to 
identify potential shortfalls that 
may exist with the program,” 
said Maj. Geoff Cargill, 60th 
Air Mobility Wing deputy di-
rector of staff. “We then want to 
use that information to increase 
awareness for the program, en-
hance marketing and help our 
Airmen who may be in bad situ-
ations make good decisions.”

Barcellos Toffano said, at the 
end of the day, she just wants to 
help others.

“I want to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives and help 
the people in my community,” 
she said. “The U.S. has treated 
me so well and has given me so 
many opportunities, so I want 
to give back. Serving in the Air 
Force is a way for me to do that.”

Spirit
From Page 3

of my comfort zone. They knew 
mastering my craft was bigger 
than being a technical expert. 
Call it maturity or maybe it was 
my own personal epiphany, all I 
know now was once I read that 
quote, it all clicked.

I changed my perspective. I 
embraced change and those sit-
uations of uneasiness for what 
they really were, opportunities 
for growth. That nervous en-
ergy I felt starting a new job or 
position now fueled my desire to 
learn and master new skill sets. 
I saw my undergrad degree as a 
way to better myself, not just as 
an Airman, but as a man. Get-
ting involved in base and com-
munity projects weren’t just 
enlisted performance report 
bullets anymore, they provid-
ed leadership growth opportu-
nities not available in my duty 
section. I learned the power of 
networking and leveraging the 

strengths of my peers to ac-
complish positive things for the 
community.

One disclaimer: I wasn’t al-
ways successful. I made my 
share of mistakes, bad grades or 
coordinated events that didn’t 
really go as planned. However, 
I learned more from the times 

I “failed” compared to when I 
succeeded. In fact, aside from 
a bruised ego and maybe some 
discussions with management, I 
came out of those unsuccessful 
situations unscathed.

Embrace operating outside 
your comfort zone, you may 
learn something. 

Smith
From Page 2
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two” training at Travis, where 
she’s learning about X-rays, 
CT scans and other on-the-job 
training. Jerry leads scores of 
Airmen in his role as the super-
intendent of the 60th OSS, but 
also has the opportunity to men-
tor Airman Honeycutt.

“He deals with us, the Air-
men, and I know how crazy 
we can be because I’m around 
them all day,” said Gabrielle 
with a laugh. “He’s almost like 
two dads because in the Air 
Force, he’s a dad because he 
watches all these Airmen, and 
has all this responsibility for 
them and on the other side, he’s 
my dad at home because I’m 
still his daughter.”

Gabrielle is the third gener-
ation of the Honeycutt family to 
serve in the military. Jerry’s fa-
ther was a draftee who was in 
the U.S. Army’s infantry air-
borne during the Vietnam War.

Jerry’s service, meanwhile, 
was voluntary, starting in 
1992. His first stop was Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois, where 
Gabrielle was born. He later 
served in England, New Mexi-
co, Korea, Hawaii and returned 
to Korea before landing at Tra-
vis.

Jerry said it’s been “hard to 
even explain” what it’s like to 
watch his daughter progress 
through the early stages of her 

career, making him think back 
to the start of his own service. 
He said Gabrielle leans on him 
not just for the kind of emotion-
al support she needed before 
shipping off to basic training, 
but also for Air Force knowl-
edge.

“There’s always two hats 
that I have to take on and off,” 

said Jerry. “In some aspects, 
I’m not really talking to my 
daughter, I’m talking to anoth-
er Airman that we’re supposed 
to mentor. That’s what we do.”

Gabrielle said having her 
father and her family around 
while she trains has helped 
smooth the transition into Air 
Force life.

“I feel like if I didn’t have 
him here, I would’ve been very 
overwhelmed,” said Gabrielle. 
“It would’ve been scary and it 
would’ve been a lot harder for 
me and I would’ve been home-
sick a lot. I feel more uplifted 
because I know on the week-
ends I can go home and see my 
family.”

The Honeycutts’ time serv-
ing together at Travis will end 
soon. Gabrielle is set to gradu-
ate her training next month and 
head to Joint Base Langley-Eu-
stis in Hampton, Virginia, to 
serve at first duty station. Jerry 
will retire in seven months af-
ter 26 years.

“I appreciate every mo-
ment,” said Jerry. “I was hop-
ing we would be in the Air 
Force longer together, but even 
though it’s a short amount of 
time, it’s something we’ll re-
member forever.”

Stages
From Page 5

Courtesy photo

Three-year-old Gabrielle Honeycutt, 
now an Airman and radiology 
trainee with the 60th Diagnostics 
and Therapeutics Squadron at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center, 
poses with her father, now Senior 
Master Sgt. Jerry Honeycutt, 60th 
Operations Support Squadron, at a 
wedding in 1999.

“I appreciate  
every moment.”

— Senior Master Sgt.  
Jerry Honeycutt

given up aviation and had not 
flown in any aircraft in a very 
long time. He and I got to fly 
Fifi together, which was awe-
some. It was a great opportuni-
ty for me to be with him.”

Now, 72 years after the his-
toric WWII mission and nearly 
10 years after the passing of his 
grandfather, Tibbets IV, who is 
traditionally a B-1 Lancer pilot 
and currently a B-2 Spirit pilot, 
once again boarded a B-29 to 
honor his grandfather. 

“It’s really about upholding 
the legacy of those who have 
come before,” he said. “When 
we have the opportunity to em-
brace that kind of heritage and 
that kind of history, it’s a real 

privilege and an honor.”
Before the flight, Doc’s pilot, 

Mark Novak, described the sig-
nificance of having Tibbets IV 
on board.

“Doc is a piece of history, 
and the Tibbets name is histor-
ic because anyone who knows 
WWII knows about the gen-
eral’s grandfather, Paul Tib-
bets Jr.,” said Novak. “I’ve 
known (Tibbets IV) for years 
and we’ll each get a turn to fly. 
It’ll be a great time to chat and 
catch up over our hour-long 
flight.”

Tibbets IV emphasized his 
appreciation for the time and 
effort the volunteers put into 
restoring Doc and bringing 
this piece of history back to life.

“When you think about Doc 
and you think about Fifi and all 
these warbirds that we have, 
they’re labors of love,” he said. 

of Air Force Occupational 
Safety. “We’re conducting this 
review and comment period 
in order to ensure that open-
ness. The objective is to re-
duce the current instruction 
and allow greater access and 
utilization of OSHA’s federal 
standards.”

Phase I of the process, 
Chapters 1 – 11, is available 

on the AFI 91-203 comments 
site for review and comment. 
The comment period will re-
main open until Aug. 1. Phase 
II, Chapters 12-22, and Phase 
III, Chapters 23-31 will fol-
low. All comments will be 
considered during the re-
vision process. Comments 
deemed to have merit will be 
added to the publication for 
official adjudication by the 
Air Force Occupational Safe-
ty and major command chiefs 
of safety.

Safety
From Page 4
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to travisE4B aircraft pays visit …

1) senior airman Cody 
Grauel, 595 aircraft 
Maintenance squadron 
propulsion journeyman, 
inspects the engine of an 
E-4B for any damage or 
leaks after arriving June 
9 at travis air Force Base, 
Calif. the E-4B, from Global 
strike Command, Barksdale 
air Force Base, La., provides 
support to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
agency, which provides 
communications and 
command center capability 
to relief efforts following 
natural disasters, such as 
hurricanes and earthquakes.

1

2 3 4

2) an E-4B from Global strike Command, Barksdale air Force Base, La., sits on the ramp June 9 at travis air Force Base, Calif. the E-4B serves as the National airborne operations Center 
and is a key component of the National Military Command system for the president, the secretary of defense and the joint chiefs of staff. 3) staff sgt. Justin Haughn, 6th air refueling 
squadron boom operator, refuels an E-4B on June 12. 4) an E-4B is refueled by a KC-10 Extender from travis air Force Base, Calif., during a local mission June 12.

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm
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